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JILL RUSSELL
WINEMAKER

Most university students aren’t sure what they want to do with their 

degree, but for our Winemaker Jill Russell, wine was always part of the 

plan. In love with food and wine since a stint in high school as a server at 

a winery in Livermore, CA, her path was always crystal-clear. A degree in 

Wine and Viticulture at California Polytechnic State University San Luis 

Obispo allowed Jill to “learn by doing” (the school’s motto) and convinced 

her the Central Coast was where she wanted to put down roots. 

She racked up some major miles in her training: a semester spent learning 

about wine in Adelaide, Australia, was followed by another quarter at 

Tolosa Winery back on the Central Coast. Since Jill was already con�dent 

our little bit of California was heaven, she was delighted to join Stephen 

Dooley’s winery, Stephen Ross Wine Cellars in the Edna Valley, and 

quickly rose to the position of Assistant Winemaker. She spent �ve years 

there until she received a couldn’t-turn-down opportunity to work harvest 

in Menetou-Salon in France’s Loire Valley. And how could she go to France 

and not spend even more time visiting all of France’s major wine regions, 

tasting and learning, once harvest was complete?

Back stateside, she joined Paul Lato at his boutique Santa Barbara winery, 

diving into Sta. Rita Hills, our beautiful Santa Maria Valley, and stoking 

her enduring love of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. Knowing she was right 

where she wanted to be, the chance to join Cambria as Winemaker was a 

no-brainer and, she still maintains, the opportunity of a lifetime. She 

loves working with the vineyards throughout our estate and getting to 

know them on a block-by-block basis, digging into the clones, soils, and 

microclimates. Her passion and unique energy are in every bottle. Jill, her 

husband Torrey, and dog Sansa are proud residents of Los Alamos – a tiny 

country town just 15 minutes South of the winery.

“Happy people 
make great wine.”

– Wi n e m a k e r Ji l l  R u s se l l


